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‘An Eastern Easter’ 
 

 
 
 
If Christmas Day holds a unique place in the 
English soul, then for a Russian, it would be Easter 
Sunday. The great journey begins with Maslenitsa, 
a week of celebrations not unlike carnival. An 
effigy is burnt on a huge bonfire, which serves as a 
warning to the harsh winter that its reign is drawing 
to a close. Neighbours and friends greet each other 
with the phrase: ÔForgive me, if you canÕ, to which 
the other replies ÔGod forgives, and please forgive 
meÕ. This little exchange can be as moving as it is 
simple. 
  
And then there is the culmination of this great 
journey, seven weeks later. It is an astonishing 
sight to see hundreds of people crowding around 
the Russian churches on the night of Easter 
Saturday. The service begins late in the evening, 
and will continue until the sun rises on Easter  

 
 
morning. As a ÔwesternerÕ you can only feel 
humbled by this display of true worship. Standing 
for hours on end, they appear to be transported 
into an altered state of consciousness by the heady 
mixture of incense and exquisite liturgical chants in 
the old Slavonic tongue.  
  
And then the sun rises on Easter morning (as, by 
tradition, it must). It rises on a vast landscape 
transformed over this festival period from an 
austere and brutal white to that intoxicating, 
luxuriant green of spring. It rises on the golden 
domes of a thousand churches. And it infuses the 
hearts of those who have sustained the great trial of 
frost with little but the flicker of faith that this 
dawn would one day come. 
 
Mark Barber  
(thank you Mark, and apologies for it not being in 
the last courier, but we are still in the Easter 
season. Ed) 
 
Ascension Celebrations 
 
This year we celebrate Ascension at 3.30 on 
Thursday, 21st May in the Joan of Arc Hall with a 
concert provided by the School Orchestra and the 
Village Choir. In the week of the concert there will 
be practices every day and so the children will 
need to bring instruments each day. They will also 
need to wear white shirts for the actual concert. 
Please come and enjoy this musical festival.  
 
On the following day, Friday 22nd, we plan to have 
our annual picnic as a whole school at the Back of 
the Dale. We will leave school in the morning and 
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everyone will return to school by 12.15 to begin 
the half term holiday.  
 
We will play some games and traditionally some 
children like to swim. We do not want this to 
happen without parental permission. Also, we only 
want to allow children who are competent 
swimmers to swim. Therefore parents who wish to 
give permission for swimming should, this week, 
fill in and return the permission slip you can find in 
the Courier; children who do not bring a signed 
permission slip will not be allowed to swim. 
 
The water is very cold, and swimmers will need a 
towel and to have warm clothes for after the event. 
No child will be allowed to swim unless they 
change into costume or trunks and have a towel. 
The weather can be quite cold and we advise all 
children to have warm clothes, suitable shoes or 
boots and a waterproof jacket. 
 Gabriella - for the College of Teachers 
 
Kindergarten garden 
Thank you to everyone who came and helped to 
make such a lovely afternoon together at the end of 
term. 
A special thank you to Nessy and Dave for their 
big input, and also to Amy and Alya for looking 
after the children while we got lots of work done! 
 
Barbro 
 
Buy Lovely Books and Raise Money for 
the School 
I have just started a new business selling Barefoot 
books. As a mother at home alone with three small 
children I can't often participate in funds raising 
activities for the School, but with this I can. On the 
6th of June, from 10.30am to 12 noon, I am hosting 
Farndale Fun Day -- a party for kids and parents to 
come and see the books. There will be activities for 
the children. (Amy Ellis is coming to help -- would 
love another volunteer or two...) Ten percent of the 
sale will go to the School. However, if anyone 
volunteers to host another party I will pay up to 
15%. If two or more do, to 20%. These can be day 
or evening parties with or without children. If you 
can't make the party but would like to order some 
books, please get in touch and I will pass you a 
catalogue. There is already a link on my website 
www.gobarefootbooks.co.uk under special offers 
and events that you can check to get 10% of your 

purchases donated to the school. 
 
Please contact me for more info. Rebecca Wright 
(01751 432191, rebecca@moorsweb.co.uk) 
 
Private Individual Tuition 
Do you need help with your English? 
Personal tuition in English, maths and basic skills. 
Primary to GCSE. 
Boost your marks and confidence.  
Experienced, qualified teacher. Reasonable rates. 
Contact Gaynor Ayres 01287 660934 
Or 07812652606  
 
Vouchers 
Please if you have any active kids vouchers from 
Sainsburys or sports and computers vouchers from 
Tesco send them to Hannah at school to help 
towards buying new games and gym equipment.  
The offer ends in June. 

Thank you. Hannah 
 

 
Simple, rural cottage near to St. Albans 
in Hertfordshire. 
Set in fields and woods, alongside the Chiltern 
Way footpath.  6 miles from Hemel Hempstead 
station which is 27 minutes to London Euston.  
Log burning stove; climbable trees and bonfire site 
in the enclosed garden.  Broadband connection but 
no television. Sleeps 7+ in 3 bedrooms. A good 
way to mix day trips to London with a country 
holiday. Price from £300 per week. 
 
Contact Veronica (Kings Langley parent) 0117 
9293694 or vr@veronikon.co.uk  
 
Looking for a job 
IÕm an almost 18 year-old-girl, from a French 
Waldorf school close to Paris (called Perceval).  
I went to your wonderful country several times and 
I just loved my journeys there so I really want to 
come back in order to improve my English by 
working during this summer!!! I'm currently 
looking for a summer job in England/Ireland 
(between July, 13 to the end of October) and IÕm 
wondering if some of you would have contacts or 
need some help during this period.  I have a lot of 
experience with children, and I already had jobs in 
the administrative work, as a saleswoman on an 
open market and as a waitress too.  I speak French, 
rather good English and a little bit of Spanish. IÕm 
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looking for a job in a hotel, hostel, ÒBed and 
BreakfastÓ, a restaurant É or others but I wish I 
had a job with accommodation and 
meals advantages! DonÕt hesitate to contact me for 
any extra information (covering letter, resumeÉ) 
or any proposal! Thanks for your help; IÕm looking 
forward to hearing from you. 
 
Bertille BOUCLIER 
3 avenue du Colifichet, 78 290 CROISSY-SUR-
SEINE, France 
bertille.bouclier@yahoo.fr 
00 33 (0) 139 76 
 
Also looking for a job 
Dear friends of Rudolf Steiner Education,  
We are teachers at the German Waldorfschool 
>Engelberg< near Stuttgart.  My wife teaches class 
6 and I am a retired teacher for metalwork. My 18-
year-old daughter Camilla is in Class 11 and needs 
an au-pair-job to improve her knowledge of 
English (me too, but that's another matter). 
Because a professional agency is too expensive we 
are looking for a family who would like to get 
some help at home and for their children. 
Suitable time for Camilla is 1. August Ð 10. 
September 2009  
 
With kind regards 
Patrice Kleinheins, Hermannstra§e 13 
73650 Winterbach 
049/7181/ 991722    ps@online.de 
www.engelberg.net 
  

CALENDAR 
 
Concert: Thursday 21st May (Ascension) 3.30 Joan 
of Arc Hall 
 
Blitz Clean 
Saturday, 30 May - to be arranged 
 

Eurythmy class for adults: Thursdays 8.45 
School Hall.  
 
Parents’ meetings: Tuesdays:  
May 12th, 7.30 pm Ð Class 6/7 
June 2nd, 8 pm -  Kindergarten  
June 9th, 7.30 pm - Class 4/5 
 
Coordinators’ Meeting: Wednesday, 13th May 
10.45 in School 
 
Eskdale Trust Council: Tuesdays at 20.00:19 
May, 16 June 
 
Anthroposophical Group: Fridays at 20.00:  Jun 
19th.   
see Mary for details. 
 
Summer Term 2009 
Mon 27 April to Fri 10 July 
Holiday: 25 Ð 29 May 
 
Calendar for 2009/2010 
 
Autumn Term 2009 
Wed 9 Sep to Fri 18 Dec  
holiday 26 Ð 30 Oct    
 
Spring Term 2010 
Mon 11 Jan to Fri 26 March  
holiday 15 Ð 19 Feb    
 
Summer Term 2010  
Mon 19 April to Fri 16 July  
holiday 31 May Ð 4 June  
May Day 4 May  
 
Next Copy date: 4.6.2009 
Please send handwritten articles to Marie-Reine 
Adams or to the school, and you can also email 
articles from the website or from the address at the 
top of the Courier.  
Lee and Marie-Reine 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SWIMMING PERMISSION SLIP FOR PICNIC ON FRIDAY 22ND MAY 
 
I give permission for_________________________________ to swim at the Back of the 
Dale on the morning of the school picnic. 
 
 
Signed__________________________________   Date________________________ 
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Families from Brighton Steiner School PTA invite you to join us at our annual camp which will be in the 
countryside near Ditchling in Sussex, at the foot of the beautiful South Downs, 15 minutes drive from 
Brighton.   
 
 
Ticket price includes:  
!  6 nights camping 
!  Hot showers 
!  Sauna 
!  All adult and childrenÕs workshops 
!  Games, crafts and entertainment 
!  Tea every afternoon in the Chai Temple 
 
 
To create a family community atmosphere, only around 150 tickets will be sold. The camp will evolve with 
your goodwill, creative and spiritual energy and practical skills. 
 
 
A full programme of optional activities and workshops 
are planned for adults and children. 
 
A range of alternative and complementary therapies will 
also be on offer in the healing zone, from !8.00 per 
session (plus cost price of any remedies). The therapists 
will be kindly donating their time and experience. 
 
We also run a cafŽ where breakfast and evening meals 
can be bought. 
 
To book & for further info:   
hazel-platzer@ntlworld.com (07980 542109) 
 
This is a fund-raising event and all monies raised will 
be donated to the Brighton Steiner School. 
Registered Charity no. 80203 
 

 
Family Camp 2009 

23 Ð 29 July 

‘Early Bird’ 
Bookings 

 by 30 June 
 

 Adults  £70.00 
 Children (aged 5 -16) £35.00 
 

Bookings from 01 
July 

 

 Adults  £85.00 
 Children (aged 5 -16) £42.50 

______________________________ 
 

Children under 5 go free 
Reductions are available for ÒworkersÓ 

Ð please contact us for details  

 


