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9.06.2008 

 

New arrivals! 
Major announcement!!!  The chicks have hatched!!  
As of last night (7th June) class 3/4 have successfully 
incubated and hatched 7 Old English Pheasant Fowl 
chicks, more tomorrow with any luck.  They will be 
put under a heat lamp at Shepherds Cottage and 
some of them will join our little troupe on Amber 
Green, and hopefully some will be sold to Ryedale 
Folk Museum as they are a traditional Yorkshire 
chicken breed. This breed of chicken is on the Rare 
Breed Survival Trust endangered list.  There are less 
than 200 in the world. 

Anthea 
 
Postponement of PTF Development Meeting 
We were very sorry to postpone last Tuesday’s 
development meeting, which we felt we had to do 
because only a few parents (actually 7!) had clearly 
confirmed that they would attend. Our main aim was 
to have a well-attended meeting, not dominated by 
teachers, to discuss the future direction of the 
school. 
We will have another attempt on Tuesday, 16 
September at 20.00. Perhaps you could put that date 
in your diary now. Nearer the time we will send out 
confirmation slips and hope to have as many people 
as possible attend and contribute their views. If we 
get a similar low response for 16 September, 
however, we will go ahead with those who attend, 
whatever the number. 
Apologies for any inconvenience caused. 
 Michael for the College of Teachers 
 
The Parents Teachers and Friends School 
Development Meeting  
For me the choice of Waldorf education for my 
children is not only an alternative option to a State 
School, it is a choice to be part of something alive 
and evolving. Teachers, Parents and Supporters 
should ideally meet frequently. We should get 
together, inform each other, have fruitful 

discussions, learn with each other and through those 
processes create the individuality and qualities of 
our school. In order to bring those things into being 
we need to manage to meet and bring our different 
opinions, views and ideas. That's how we can keep 
the school alive and balanced. We simply do need to 
have those times together to exchange, to reflect and 
to review then we can really feel our school 
community. I hope in the future to have plenty of 
chances to meet.  
 Valeska  
 
Violin Exams 
Earlier in May, five pupils from Botton School 
attended the ‘Northern School of Music’ in 
Hartlepool to take their violin exams.  Tom and 
Aidan were taking exams for the first time (Grade 
1), as was Yuma (Grade 3), whilst Alya (Grade 3) 
and Johan (Grade 5) had taken previous exams. 
 
An exam is the culmination of a good deal of 
preparatory work and is a stringent process.  But the 
examiner’s written report provides worthwhile 
feedback, for parent, pupil and teacher; the necessity 
to perform ‘live’ is also valuable experience.  
All five pupils did perform well, achieving their 
individual grades! 
 
A not insignificant contributing factor to this 
positive outcome was the cultivation of a group 
spirit.  We all went along together: Valeska had 
organised the minibus, Ben drove it, and Fiona made 
an additional adult.  A brief walk beforehand in 
Hartlepool, and then sitting together in the waiting 
room.  All this admirably supported and balanced 
the individual testing.  The ice cream in Great Ayton 
afterwards was a welcome and worthy treat! 

Peter Gulbis 
 
Sponsored Walk update 
Thank you to all who participated in the walk.  It 
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was a very enjoyable afternoon and so good to do 
something together.  Not all of the sponsor money 
has come in yet, so please can you send it to me as 
soon as possible. Now for the good news: you have 
raised £580 so far.  Well done!  
 Anthea  
 
Guisborough Market Stall 
Saturday 14 June 
The market stall is this Saturday.  I would like to 
remind parents to bake at least one cake (or cakes, 
cookies etc) for us to sell.  Please leave in the school 
kitchen by Friday 13 June, 12 noon. 
If you can help out for an hour or two that would be 
great.  We will be there from 7.30am till 4pm.  
Please let me know.  Please label cakes etc so we 
know what we are selling.  Please make the effort to 
make some lovely cakes - it is a great opportunity to 
meet people who know nothing about Botton 
School.   I look forward to your yummy cakes and to 
your phone calls offering help. 

Julie Easley tel: 01287 626992 
 
Sadie Jemmet 
Sadie Jemmett was at school here in Botton in the 
80s when her mother Joanna was the community's 
Priest. Now, according to national music journalists, 
she is 'an English folk star of the future' and will 
sing at The Band Room in Farndale on Saturday 
June 14. More details, links to Sadie's music and 
videos, and tickets are available via The Band Room 
website www.thebandroom.co.uk or telephone Nigel 
Burnham on 01751 432900. A donation from the 
proceeds will go to Botton School.    
More info also at www.bottonvillageschool.co.uk. 
 Nigel Burnham 
 
Flight to/from Italy 
Anyone who could use a flight to Venice or back 
from Rome, please tell me quickly.  You might be 
able to order it as an altered booking of a surplus 
place on the Class 7/8 Italy trip, so we could recoup 
some of the fare already paid. 
Timothy Edwards tel: 01751 433143 or 433173 
 
Summer Fayre  (Former Open Day!) 6 JULY 2008 
Here is the suggested rota for the day.  If you can’t 
come or would like to change it, please arrang it 
with the underlined persons, who’ll organise the 
concrete timetable for the day.  GOOD LUCK! 

Gabriella 
 
 

Village Green:    
 
Burgers Anthea & Nigel Stock 
 Julie & Stefan Tyrka 
 
Face painting Jeanette Grainger 
 
Raffle Mary Dyer 
 Yoko Toyota 
 
School: 
Café Stacey Darrell & Shlomit Lowe 
 Diane Hammill Liz Burnham                  
            Catherine van Dam Kari White 

Simon Grimshaw & 7/8 children 
 
Children’s activities 
Outside (water fishing, drumming)  

Michael Cordel  
Peter Ramsbotham 

 M & F Fearnley 
 Julie Easley 
 7/8 children  
Inside (craft) Jane Robinson 

Katerina Nemcova 
J & N John 
D & V Williamson 
G & S Karunathilaka 
S & M Thelwall 

 
Tombola & Home Produce  

Louise Richardson & Katherine Shaw 
Lisa Dixon 
Andy Hammill 
Aija Rancane 

 
Candle Dipping Mark Ellis & Carolyn Jarvis 

Antonia McArdle 
R & M Gross 
Ian van Gent 

 
School Information 

teachers 
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Guitar Tuition             
 
Richard Grainger has 3 slots available for guitar 
students. 
Beginners onwards. 
Email: richard-grainger -a- tiscali.co.uk or Tel: 
01287 660060 
 
For Sale 
In good condition: glass-fronted display cabinet £30; 
very good quality matching wooden frame 
upholstered chairs (one rocking) £50 each. 
 Michael Drake 01751 433244 
 
Change of Address 
Michael Drake and Pauline Brown have moved to 
Holly Bush Farm, Farndale, YO62 7JY. 
 
Looking for an au pair? 
Swiss girl (20 years old) is looking for an Au-Pair 
family in UK for 4-6 moths (from September). I like 
children, animals and nature and would be glad to 
improve my English and get to know a new country 
and culture. I have visited the Waldorf School in 
Switzerland and would be happy in an alternative, 
nature-orientated family who uses to live in the 
country. I can speak English and French more or less 
and have further experience with looking after little 
children and running the household.  
Interested? I`m glad to hear from you,  
Elisa Schüle: 
0041 44 764 19 89 
elisa.schuele –at- gmx.ch 
Bifangstr. 3 
8915 Hausen a.A. 
Switzerland 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 
Coordinators’ Meeting: Tuesday 10th June 11.00 
Botton Farm 
 
Class trips: Class 7/8 – Dolomites and Rome, 10 – 
19 June; Class 5/6 – Michael Hall Olympics, 25 – 28 
June; Class 3/4 - Hasty Bank, 18 – 20 June  
 
Craft Group: Thursdays 8.45 Botton Farm 
 
Eurythmy Classes: Thursdays 8.45 School Hall 
 
Anthroposophical group:  
 
Eskdale Trust: 17th June 8p.m. 
 
Parents' Meetings 
Tuesdays at 20.00: 10th June class 5/6 
 
Guisborough Market Stall: 14th June 
 
Concert Sadie Jemmet: 14th June The Band Room  
Village Summer Fayre: 6 July 
End of Term Festivals: School – 10 July; 
Kindergarten: 11 July 
 
PTF Development Meeting: Tuesday 16 September 
– 20.00 
 
AutumnTerm 2008 
Wed 3 Sep to Fri 19 Dec 
Holiday: 27 – 31 Oct 
 
SpringTerm 2009 
Mon 12 Jan to Fri 3 April 
Holiday: 16 – 20 Feb 
 
Summer Term 2009 
Mon 27 April to Fri 10 July 
Holiday: 25 – 29 May 
May Day 4 May 
 
 
Next Copy date:  20th June 2008 

Please send handwritten articles to Marie-Reine 
Adams or to the school, and you can also email 
articles from the website or from the address at the 
top of the Courier.  

Lee and Marie-Reine  
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