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21 January 2008 

 

Epiphany 

As Christmas has the four Sundays of Advent to 
prepare the way, the festival of Epiphany (6th of 
January) has four Sundays belonging to it, but 
they come afterwards! A mirror picture! Epiphany 
is celebrated as Christmas in the Russian 
Orthodox Church. It celebrates two events. The 
first, the three Kings, Melchior, Balthazar and 
Caspar brought their offerings to the Jesus child. 
The second, 30 years later, John the Baptist 
performed the Baptism of Jesus of Nazareth. John 
then witnessed the actual birth of Christ ‘the 
sphere of heaven opened and the spirit of God in 
the form of a dove descended and entered him’. 
The word ‘Epiphany’ means to shine above or to 
shine over. The star leading the three Kings was 
not to be found in the sky, it was the spiritual 
being of the divine son shining over the child on 
earth. The ‘star’ united with Jesus of Nazareth at 
the Baptism in the river Jordan. 

Marie-Reine (with help from ‘Festivals with 
children’)     

Bad Weather 

The school will be closed for the day if the road 
from Castleton to Botton is known to be 
impassable. A message about school closure will 
be placed on the 206-answer phone as soon as 
possible. There may also be occasions when the 
school is closed as a result of a consensus within 
the school that road conditions in general are too 
dangerous for safe travel, but the fact that the 
school remains open should not be taken as an 
indication that the school considers that driving 
conditions are safe. As local weather conditions 
are so variable it is impossible for the school to 
give advice on road conditions that would help  

 
 
families planning journeys from a distance. You 
should make your own decision about whether or 
not to travel, based on your local situation, and 
make the paramount consideration for your, and 
your child’s safety. If the teachers feel that 
children should be sent home early because of the 
weather, the school will telephone you in advance. 
As this is often a difficult decision to make, you 
should feel free to remove your child from school 
early if you are anxious about weather conditions. 
  The College of Teachers 
 
Val Taylor 
 
We warmly welcome Val Taylor to the school. 
Val has been a visiting teacher for the last four 
years at least. She arrives with her car full of 
 Circus skills equipment, and sometimes very 
beautiful bones for teaching Anatomy. 
For the next three weeks Val will mainly be 
following the lessons of Class 5/6 from Tuesdays 
until Fridays. She will also be teaching a lesson a 
week with each class, and sometimes working 
with individuals. We hope she enjoys her time 
with us. We always feel inspired by her visits. 
 Mary 
 
Welcome 

Welcome to Stevie Townsend, Class One/Two, 
and parents, Lisa Dixon and Stephen Townsend, 
who live at 25 East Way, Whitby, YO21 3PE (Tel 
07917 523 521.) 

The STOCKS have moved! 
The Stock family's new address is 
 Hollymead, Snape Hill, Nawton 
 York, YO62 7RQ. Their phone number 
remains the same. 
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Blitz Clean: Saturday 16/2/ 08  
Class7 /8: Stacey Darrell 
 
Coordinators’ Meeting 
Botton Farm: Monday 18 February 2008 
 
Craft Group: Thursdays 8.45 Botton Farm 
 
Eurythmy Classes: Thursdays 8.45 School Hall 
 
Half Term: 11-15 Feb  
 
Anthroposophical group: Feb.15th, Feb.29th, 
Apr.25th, May 9th, June 6th. 
 
 
Eskdale Trust Council: Tuesdays at 20.00: 
26 Feb, 15 April, 20 May, 17 June. 
 

 
 
 
Letter inserting: March  
 
Parents' Meetings 
Tuesdays at 20.00: 
11 Mar Class 3/4   18 Mar Class 7/8 
22 Apr Class 1/2    29 Apr Class5/6 
13 May Class 7/8 
 
Next Copy date: 31st January 2008 
 
Thank you again to Catherine Hollis who types all 
the hand written articles... Please send them in 
good time...  Also to Kathryn Shaw who collates 
and distributes.  Please send handwritten articles 
to Marie-Reine Adams or to the school, and you 
can also email articles from the website or from 
the address at the top of the courier. 
 
Lee and Marie-Reine 

 


